[Radiological signs of a disease that is dying out: hepato-splenic atrophy and cholangiocarcinoma after administration of thorium dioxide (Thorotrast)].
The cases of two patients with radio-opaque residues of contrast medium (Thorotrast) in the abdomen, at the level of the liver, the spleen and certain lymph node groups of the hepatic hilum and the pancreas are reported. In one of the two patients (both of whom had undergone examination with this contrast medium in the '40s) necropsy showed the existence of cholangiocarcinoma. It is therefore considered useful to recall the X-ray signs typical of this pathology, which is dying out after the abandonment of thorium dioxide as an X-ray contrast medium.